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THE " WAK COMMITTEE'S" REPORT.

We yesterday pave a portion of the long-pro¬
mised report of the Congressional Committee on

the " Conduct of the \\ ar.'
Ia prefacing the«e extracts we stated that so

much of the Report as ia already before us would,
if inserted at laige, fiil nearly if not all the four

pages of our paper. Three-fourths of it is occu¬

pied with the military serv e s of Gen. McClellan,
commencing *ith his appointment as the bucceisor

of Gen. Seott, and coming down to November latit,
when he relieved of the command of the Arm)
of the Putomao. The number of his forces, his
mmmeniB, his delays, his repeated calls for rein-

foi cements, his differences with the President and
General in-CLief, bis alleged failure to provide pro
per protection for the national capital, &o , with
much of which our readers are already familiar, are

paafed in review more or less at large, and mter-

.pel Red with unfavorable views of his operations in

the field,'based upon the opinions of other officers
Who were ealled before the oommittee.
We oppose it is understood by every intelligent

reader, in advance of the perusal of the rep >rt, that
it ia a digest mede by the Committee, according to

their own views of its bearing, from the large mass

of tbe testimony they have taken in the proeecution
of their protracted investigations.

The committee state that they have taken the

testimony tf " nearly two hundred witnesses, almost

entirely men in the mi itary service of the Govern¬
ment, including about one hundred Generals,"
and that while they have not failed to take the tes-

timony of witnesses in relation to military opera¬
tions in othtr parts of the country, and also upon va¬

rious subjects to which their attention has been

specially directed by Congress and the War Depart-
ment, the principal part of the testimony taken by
them, and which we understand to be v^ry volumin¬
ous, rdaUs to the Army of the Potomac and those

subjects more immediately connected with its ope¬
rations.
On reading the report compiled by the commit¬

tee from the great mass of testimony that has natu¬

rally accumulated under the examination of " two

hundred witnesses, almost entirely men in the mili¬

tary service of ttie Government, including about
one hundred Generals," the first thing that has
struck us with surprise if the remarkable fast that

among them all, so far as appears from the digest
made by the committee, there is nothing that does
not bear more or less hardly against Gen McClel¬
lan. It seems to us very extraordinary that two

hundred men should be so unanimous in their opin¬
ions, if the digest of the committee be, as it should
be, an exhaustive reduction of the whole evidence
rather than a selection of so much as tends in a

single line of direction.
The committee modestly state that, in express¬

ing opinions on milita»y operations in the field,
they "do not undertake to form and express opin¬
ion!. of their own, but content themselves with set¬

ting forth those exposed in clear testimony by
military men whose education and expeiienou en¬

title them to speak confidently on those subjects
pertaining to their profession." Since, then, the
numbers of the committee have no opinions of

their own to express on these subjects, we could

wish that, in giving their compilation of the testi¬

mony, they had more frequently ecabled us to per-
oeive In whose words they were speaking, or by
whose authority they were influenced in pronounc¬
ing certain judgments on the military events which
form the subject of their review. So greatly have
we felt this want, and so numerous are tbe lacunm

whlob, with tbe official papers elsewhere attainable

by u-, we have been able to detect in this eiposi-
tion, that we prefer to suspend the publication of

so much of the Repert as relates to the campaign
in the Virginia Peninsula until we can have the

advantage of comparing the committee's " Report'
with the mass of the evidence from which it is re¬

duced , provided we can ascertain that the testimony
will soon be placed within our reach. If, however,
we fiod that the testimony is to be long held in

rest rve, we may feel it necessary to give the ver¬

dict of the committee in advsnce of the publication
of the facts on which it purports to be based; for,
little as such a course comports with our views of

propriety or justioe, it msy be rendered neoeissry
bv the priority which the committee have piven to

U>«ir " veidict" rather than to all the facts of
the case.

It is also a souroe of regret to us that tho com-

mittee, in undertaking to give a history of the
Peninsula Campaign, should have been so destitute
of tbe intelligence to be derived from official
reports detailing the transactions of that oampaign.
They state that " the report of Gen. Barnatd is
the only report of the officers engaged in tho cam¬

paign of the Peninsula which they have obtained."
This is very surprising when it is known that
several other reports have been published by the

press from Generals Hooker, Heinttjlman, and
others, relating to interesting parts of that cam¬

paign ; and when, moreover, the committee state that
« foj a long time they were in constant communica¬
tion with the President and his Cabinet, and ne¬

glected no opportunity of at once laying before him
the information acquired by them in the course of
their investigations," we wonder that gentlemen so

«ager to impart useful information to the " Presi¬
dent and his Cabinet" should not have been

equally eager to derive similar information from
others Any well-informed journalist could have
directed iheir sttention to other reports than the

paper of G.n. Barnard, from which they repoit at

tush length; and, indeed, we cou'd have directed
tbem to still another letter of that officer, from
which they might have bjrrowed some very in¬
structive suggestions. We allude to his le'ter ad¬
dressed to Mr. William Henry Hurlbert, the trans¬

lator of tbe monejgraph of the Prince de Joinville
oo tbe Peninsular Campaign, and in which, among
other judicious reflections, General Barnard wroto

as follows i

»!t is probable tbat arad-a *f such BsgnWiMe weren*v*rVf..re fio modern t'aes) orr<»«d 0 h*r »» .

.wintry .*> wood«-d and of mcb .uif.aM»ibU ma.1»«. thai 1..
which bfwD our tb«-atre of war. and none but tb..a* * bo

have experienced then* cau well appreciate the enoiiuoua

advaut»gfcs which tb' »e eireutustamos c"'f r Uj ou the de
frDO1'.the 'iithcultie* thrown up-'u th«>
"In the re out campaign ags nst H'ehmond '* ^"y

.«ad that we never s*u> lb* njrmy to which we *fw oppo*.
ed, uor culd we Judge wi'h any appro**h to uccursey
uhtrt U was and bow it w&a di-posed. Hence the hesita¬
tion iu attacking au enemy whose numbers and disposi¬
tions ar** unk own.

" in place of the uh ty nf purpose and iron will in exe*
cut on which have beeu the advantage of tbe Cou'edera e

ui li'sry peration«, we have b>e i p-rmltted to £*ve
a ugle will t<> rul. .uo nuity of plan or purpose hot only
does tbta apply t > the direction of military operation4. "

,veu tc, the oH'Ct of the war.to tbe appointment ol the
Gueritl to crommid Political or sections! influe^cshave disturbed our con isel* or f. ustrat-d our plkus. H'J
army <.f Oen. McCIo 1 11 was no sooner pushed into tb* neia
th <n it was « ivid«-d uuder five different commanders, cat-

iudep n Wn', ol the other.
.' If we have ¦ .en no inlicatiou a- yet of that eomnnod.

ing ability and force of will which w.-uld, if left u'£ *®*
me led. create uni y of action and glf- room lor skilII
execution, (qualities certainty posse-s^d by he head -r the
rebel g ^rument.) we sbo-i'd at 1-a-t remem^r Nspo. (leou'a auLor,a o, that one bad Genera u better than two

K.iod Olio, Independent of each other and aetiug iu the
aarne theatre of war."

Wo are sorry that tbe committee did not elicit
from GeD. Barnard the views he thus publicly
announc d io another quarter, for, as they seem

to have a gteat r sp ct for his critical jud^mmt
on the blunders of tbe cauapa:gu, he might have

hvlped them to some useful inferences as to "the

pol tical or sectional influences which have dis¬
turbed our oounsels and frustratid our plant"
And this leads us to express, in conclusion, our

regret that the country is still deprived of the in.
telligence for which the Senate applied at the very
opening of the late session of the last Cocgress
In the official report of the proceedings of the
Senate on last December 5th wo fiad the following
record:

" Mr. Sherma*. I more to take up for consideration
the resolution I . ffered yesterday.

.. Tb® motion wan pgrefd 10; mid th© Hcnftto prooeea^a
to consider the following. resolution i
" Resolved, That tba Secretaiv of War be instructed to

communicate to the h. nate. it not incompatible with the pub¬
ic Mrv:c«, a'l c r »*«p nnience telegram*, l«'t*rs. end reports
concerni' k 'be tmlttarv i perations of the Army yf tba *joto-m*c since its withdrawal from H irriso'.'a Landing, and a'l
corresp jnd'-nce. lett»'K, telegram-*. ''n^ repo ts rtla ing to the
Bnr.ende- of Harper's Ferry, and the te^tim <ny taken before
the committee ot Investiga.iou upon such aunender.
"Mr. Scmner. I sugjest to the Senator fr>m Ohio

wbeth r it would not be exp^do nt to in*Ke tbe Cill a little
broader, so a« to Ct»v*r the whole movements of the Army
of tbe Pot inic from tbe tim < it lef Wish ni(t<>n.

" Mr. HK R.MAN. The Secretary of War hat informed us
in hit annual report that, under a previous call of the Se-
nan, that will Ik communicated, and therefore 1 do not wish
to duplicate the information.

" Mr. St'MNKR. If that is the case I shall not press my
auggeaiion.

." Mr. Uhimks. I beg to inquire of the Seuator from
Ohio to what 'committee of invrctigaton' he alludes 1
D"ea he mean the court of inqu ry ihit fftt by order of the
Secretary of War to inre*ti*atrt the tr«n«ctions growing
out of the aurtend -r of Harper's Ferry T II ao, it ia n>>t
propeily designated. It waa not a 'committee of in?eeti-
g:,ti(in,* but a - court of inquiiy,' which is a technical
term.

... ."Mr Sherman. If tbe Sena' or think* tbe description
is noi correct, I ask to have the pnp*r w »rd».' court of
inqu:ry'.inserted. I th' Uxht it was a mere committee

.. Mr OkiMks No, sir.
"Tbe Pkesidknt pro tempore. It is comp«tent f'»r

the 8-*naU>r fr>m Oht» to modify his own resolution, and
it will be so modiflrd.
"The r-solutiou, as modified, was adopted."
And, again, under the date of list December

8th we find a record of the following proceeding
bad in the Senate:

'. Mr. 8umner. I off*r a resolution wbich '. in tbe na¬
ture of an amendment to one toat waa passed by the
Sena'e on Friday last:

.. Resolved. TliU the call ofon the Semtary of War for all
comtpoudrBce, to'egratn-, and report' concerning the mill
tary < p ration* of the army « f the P t mae.. be extended
»o a* to embrace all such popeis fr m tbe first movement of
tu s arm*."
"Tbe resolution was con ider^d by unanimous consent

and agreed to."
And yet, notwithstanding this cxll on the part

of the Stnite, and notwithstandiog the announce¬

ment made by the Secretary of War in his last re-

port, when be siid that " the communications be¬
tween th* Department and the respective com¬

manders icere prepared under a rosolution of the
Senate at the last session, ai,d will be transmitted
to Congress whenever you [the President} shall be
pleased to give your fancti in," no such official ex¬

position as the Senate asked has ever been allowed
to ste tbe light, and the country is left to eke out
its intelligence respecting the official communica¬
tions which have attended the operations of our

army in tbe best way it can, either thrcugh such
umuthentioited due lments as have found publicity
in the newspaper reports of courts-martial, or in
such truncated and clandestine publications astha*.
made in the case of lis Juho Porter, or in such
tx-p >Tte records as that now b< fjre u* pr< p rel by
the Committee cn the " Conduct of the War."
Why there should be «o n-uch ntio nee prac-

t Lit d in regard to tho publicati n of pipers already
prepared for transmission to Congress, but never

transmit ed, passes our power of comprehension on

any theory save sacb as our respect for the Presi¬
dent would forbid us to form, if we did not cbari
tably suppose that he has forgotten to give tho
"fauction" for which Mr. Stanton, at the date of
inditing his last report, announced himself to be
waiting. How much longer shall the Secretary,
and the couotry with him, bi c >lled io wait for the
President's sanction to ibe official publication of
documents " prepared" for publication in answer

to a oall of the Senate? What useful or honest
purpose is subserved by their loogfr suppression ?
The country wantn to read these papers in an offi¬
cial shape and tn their tntirety, without tupprts-
sions and without notes or comments to make thi m
mean what somebody or anybody may desire to
make them mean.

IMPORTANT LEGAL DECISION.

Judge Treat, of the United SUtea Circuit Court for
the district of Missouri, on Saturday Ust gave an import
ant dre sion in the cases of the United 8tates vs. four hun¬
dred snd fifty b%lea of cotton, and tbe United States vs.
the at ambont Planet, for goir g from Helena to Delta and
Friar's Point, io November l»»t, and taking supplies to
p auters residing iu tbat region, and bringing back tbe cot-
ton condemned in this rise. By th- o uclusions reached
by tbe court, the proprrty transported an J the vessel trans¬
porting it were coudeuined, notwithstandiog an all ged per¬
mit from the military authorities at Helena The 8t Louis
K*-pub'ietn sayst
" In rendering bis decioo-i Judge Treat h»ld tint und* r

the act* ot Conarers. and lh»* Pit-sidei.t's procUn.a iou pur-auant ih -reto, all c. mujrrcitl iuterc >urae with the ir<tur-reetionxry Mates, or beyond tbe military 1 nes of the IJut-W-d Matci force*, is i>r h bit'-d without a I eer se tb-relor
by lb* Pre»id-nt. through lh>« Si-eretary of the fis mry,Wl list mi itary fflc rs nave full authority to prevent *ven
persona with licet ars lr> m pn»sn g throuah or ke>Ond ihrir
lines, when military operations demand such HCtii>n,n>> mili¬
tary comma' der l<as any liwful authority to grant a license
to any < ne to p as b>)ood bn lines (or commercial enter¬
priser If tbe expedition be>ond tie lin a is merely for
military putpos s, it is subject solely to in 1 la y contiol j
but it must not be for mix^d military and commercial ob
JfOta. Under the law n mi itary commander has any su-
tbority t» ltcen«« Irado with the q iam-enemy e untry.Hence the peimits granted at H*-l*-na under alleged mill-
tnry auth itity, to buy and ablp c tton ir >ui punts outside
of the ln.e* of tbe United Mtate. forces, or to skip suppl es
by way of trade, to such esterior points were void ; and
all sub cotton and supplies and t e vessels or vehcles
transporting tbe same sre forfeited. Property to the
amount of 9113,000 wa« coud.mned by th« C4»urt under
this decision."

THE ATTACK ON THE PKKtUDENT.

Such puitious of the RcjK>rt madi by i lie Corn*
rnittuo on the Conduct of the War na wo huvo al¬

ready laid before our reader* must have left a pain-
ful imprest-iou on thoir winds in at leant one of its

appear*. Wj a lude to tho imputations it oast*,
none the le*s significant beoause uot presented in
the shape of formal accusations and bitter impeach¬
ment, on the capacity of the President, us dis¬
played by his management of the war. These
blows are not always aimed at him over the heads
of the men whom he is represented to have retain¬
ed in military command long after their incompe¬
tency had been demonstrated to certain others,
(especially to the members of the martial commit¬
tee,) but are sometimes direct in their delivery and
application.

It was doubtless foreseen by the committee that
they oould not arraign the military character at.d
conduct of Gen. MoClellan, from the begiun i>g ol
the autumn of 1861 down to the period of his re¬

moval in November, 1862, without at the same

time arraignirg the President, who so persistently
s'-ood b twten them and theobjectof th ir assaults.
And that there might ba no doubt ts to the bear
ing if their report in this regard, tt ey preface it
by laying the ultimate responsibility for the failure
" to put down the rebellion" on the shoulders of the
Exeoutive, " whose duty it was rightfully to apply
the means" so lavishly furnished by Congress aud
the people. To this effect they argue as follows :

,

" The Administration called by the people to the bead j
of the Government, in thia the moat critical period <>f the
nation's history was more promptly and fully ruiportcd
than that tf any other Government of which history hat
preserved any record. The ca l of i be President for money
and men had been more thnn-comulied with / no legislation
which he had deemed ntcessa yhd been denied by Congress;
aud ihe people hid m>st nobly aud g«neiotisly cU|>( orted
»<iid au«Uined wh-«t their representative* ha i promised in
their nam*. The ume Congress, Ireah from their co a'i-
tuents. hud again mer, and there could b« no d ubt that at

they bad before acted ao would th*y Continue to aof. It
nerd* b'it to refer to the history of the Congies* j>iat
Cj* »ed, <ff prompt and thorough actional thing the Extcu
live with the Jullest power, placing at his disposal all the
resources of men and money wnich thia nation po<a»8*e<l,
to prove that jour committer judged lightly that Congress
needed uo pr< mping from them to do ita entire duy. Not
upoo thoae whose duty it was to provide the mean* nee*
aary to put down the rebel.ion. but upon those whose duty it
was lo righifully apply those means, and the age is THtY
EMPLOYku for that purpose, rests the blame, if any,
that the hopea of the ration have uot bren realized, aud its
expectation have beeu ao long diaappomtea."

It was unnecessary to be any more explicit than
this, and the public press has not been slow to

apprehend the drift of the report. For instancp,
that ardent Administration piper, the New York
Evenirg Post, points the bearing of the committee's
disclosures in the following moral whioh it deduces
from the report:

" Thia report will be read by millions, but if there 1a one

by wbom we eould hope that it would be rend more at¬
tentively than any b<»dy else it is Abraham Lincoln F r
we cannot disguiae from our. elves that, although the dis¬
asters and failure of the Army of the Potomac were
immediately owng to General McClelUn whil- he he d n e
c« mmand, ihe ultimate responsibility for thtm rest. upon
ihe President, it ta no answer to *».y tha-, having umber
military education nor militaiy experierc, b- could not
be expected to know any ihin« ot militaiy ma ter*. He
ia expert, d.and the eountry muat hold him to the fulfil-
ineut of the expectation.to kn w ihe difference between
a good general and an incompetent one. He ii expeced
to kn>>w en> u*h of uieu 10 select, for the diff rent agencies
through which the powers o O verimmtex rt
tho>e who c n best serve ih. ir country. He Is exce ed
to employ the ab e»t men to le<d « ur armies.h- fi't» st
men to command our fleets.the men who h ve g >ne most
deeply into lhrt science of military campnig .ing, r,o counsel
bim in the conduct ol" ihe war. This i« his d .ty, a d the
country will claim its strict peif,.ru ance. He I at no right
to keep a*i officer in command a moment af er bii ui.fitness
ia made apparent.*'

Journals not professing any political friendship
for the President manifest under this hoid a ten¬
derness for his reputation.that quite exoecdi the
'. faithful wounds ' of his friends, who rejoioj in
the exposures of this manifesto, some of them we

presume because they really have not sagacity
enough to perceive the recoil of the blows on the head
of the President, and some, doubtless, because the^
hold the President in ill-disguis-id contempt while
professing to be his supporters. Among the
journals whioh oonour with the Evening Post in
its view of the tendency of theso disclosures, lut
are disposed to speak with kind consideration of the
part assigned in them to the President, we may
oite the Journal of Oommercej a Democratic paper.
In its comments on the Committe'« Report, so

far ae that report bears against the President, it
says :
"What the eotrimitUe ihik and say about G- n. Mo¬

Clellan i» of l ttle iiupor ance. since tbey are by no means

J dge» of ui'litary m<t ers But the exposure o' the gene,
ral conduct ot tb- war whieh they did n t intend to tn ke,
but which is m»de by tb. ir rej ort, b s its v«lu« We or*-

lUipterred with the gr> at t u'h, which shines out of tb^ir
whole story, that tbe relations br-tw. en the P esident and
Gen. McClellan were of the m at kit d and cordial char
acter, and tbar Mr. Lincoln seeuis to have been earnestly
desirous of supporting McClellan in ii< military n|>er*t-
tions, but tbat (be interterrnce of jii»t such men as thia
committee prevented the boi e»t, earnent desires of the
President, and de»troy» d the b< pe of the country in the
armie* under M'Clellau. Tb« kindly and most ait<ceie
tone of the President (except when hia worda para through
the bands of «ther pers< ns) is always visible, and the p<-
trio'ic and noble ut'erauces of McClellan always rep -nd
fully and unmistakably. Th- political partisans who came
between the President and McClellnn b-ve been the curse
of th« country. Tbey hare ruined a msgn fipent army and
p<olongi d the war indefinitely "

But there is a part of this report, embraoed in
the portions already laid before our readers, whioh
is in the nature of a direct accusation against the
President, who, in exercising his functions as consti¬
tutional Commander-in-Chief, is charged with hav¬
ing frustrated an important movement of the Army
of the Putomao while it was under the oommand
of Gen. Burnside, and to have done this at the
suggestion of men who, in making their communi¬
cations to him, though with his approbation, were

so much out of the line of their duty that they
deserved, in the olin-ation of Geo. Halleck and
Oen. Bumside, to be " at onee dismissed the ser¬

vice. And, as if this was not enough, the ojm-

mittee proceed to disclose facts which crcate a sus¬

picion that either the President, or Gin. IJalleck,
or Mr. Secretaiy Stanton bad allowed " tho de¬
tails" of a meditated expedition, planned by
Gen. Bumside, to so far transpire that " (hey
became known to the rebel sympathizers in JVa*A-
ivgton, thereby rendering that p'an impracti
eab?e." These are very damaging exposures. The
blunt terns in which they are made by tho oom-

mittee and published to the wotld imply no reserve

on their part, either out of personal respect for the
Prtsident and bis two principal military advis¬
ers, or out of regard for the official position ho fills
in the eyes of the people at this crisis, when it is
so important that the character ef the President
should not be lightly esteemed. Wo s^all proceed
to quote in t'^ia analysis the precise words of the
onmmittec, in making their representations against
Mr. Lincoln for bis cooduct in arresting the expe¬
dition meditated by Gen. Bumside after the dis¬
aster at Frederiokaburg.

It nppr*'i that on ti o li^fb of December last an

older nt.> i ru 'I h i jlu1 <. utile command of Geo.
Uurobide to jrepair thr'.*> d lys' oooked ratioM; to
have their wag -n.* filled wit b teu d^ys' smalt ra¬

tions, if possible; to have from ten to twelve day»'
supply of beef cattle wi'h tbetu j to take forage
lor tbeiT toauuH and their artillery aud cavalry
horses, aud the requisite amouut of arnmuni ion.
ia fact, to be ia a condition to move as twelve
hours' uotioe. Shortly after that order was is^ui d
Geu. Jobo Newton aud Gen. John Cochrane came

up to Wafthiugton on leave of abHenco. Previous
to obtaining leave of absence from Geu. Franklin,
they informed him and Geo. William F. Smith
that when tbey came to Washington they should
take tho opportunity to represent to some one in
authority here the dispirited oondition of the army,
aud the danger there was in attempting any move¬
ment ugainst the enemy at that time. Of the par¬
ticular movement planned by Gen Burnkide they
had no knowledge. While iu the city they sought
and obtained an interview with the President, and
the purport and results of that interview are de¬
scribed by the committee as follows :

" Geu Newton opened the subject to the President
At fi at tbo President, as Gpii. Newton 'Xpre-seH ir, ' veryatuiallv conceived that tbf-y bad c nue there for the pur-
pos . of injuring Gen. Burnside, and ruggesting som* oih r
perfi-n 10 fill hit place ' Geo. N wt..u states lhat, whil-
he firmly b< lirv. d that lb* principal cuuro of th#» dispirited
c ndition of th* auuy waa ihe want of confidence in h--
tuili ary capnc tv ot Geo Burn»ide, ho de> uj. d it impro¬
per to ray ao to the President 4 right tqnare out,' and
therefore endeavored to convey the ?auio wea indirectlyWlifD mk'fl if I e counidered it any less improper to do such
a thnjg indirrct y than it was to do it directly, he qualifiedhia previous am-rtion by aayicg that bis object to in
foriu th . President of what he considered to be the co >-

dition of ihe army, in the hope that I ho President would make
inquiry and earn the true cause for himself. Upon per
ceivmg tbiaimpreBainuupou the mind oft he President, Gens
Newton and Coc tra ie »tate thit t*iey hastened to ita-ure
the Pres dent that he was e -tirely mistaken, and so far suc¬
ceeded that at the close of the interview the I'* evident said
to them he was gl d they had called upon him, and that he
hoped that good would result Jionithe irterciiw.

.' I'd return to Gen. Buuiaide. Toe cavalry expedition
h id start> d ; the brigade < f infantry do'ailed to accompany
t ha t crooned the K»ppabarni<ick at Kichnrd'a Ford, and
re urned by way of Elba's Ford, laving the way ciear for
the cavalry to cro-s at Kelly'a Ford. The day tbey had
nrrangfd to make the crossing General Buriisil* received
fri'Ui ihi* Pres'dent the following t le^raui: ' I h/-tr good
reason for saying that you must not make a general move¬
ment without letting me know of it '

"Gen. Buruaide < tut d that he euuld not imagine, at the
time, wI at reason the Pr. aideut c old hiVo f. r sei dinghim such a telegram No:ie of the officers ot hi* comuian t,
except one or two of hit staff who hid remai ied in camp,had been t"ld any thing of his ulan beyond the simple fact
that a moo ment was to be made. Ho c >uld only suppose
thai th* despa rh nla'ed in some way to important mili¬
tary movements in other parts of the country, iu which it
was ec saury to have co- peratio i.

" Upon tho receipt of th t telegram steps were imme¬
diately t k'n t«» Lalt ihe c>var> exp-diti<>n where it-th-n
was (a* Kelly's b\*d) until furih-r orders A p irtion of
it was ?h.irtiy afterwards sent off io intercept Stuart, «ho
lial just msde a raid to Dimfiiea a> d the neighborhood of
Fairfax Conr>-bouae, which it ft.led to do.

'. Gen Bur.i*ide cam^ t< Wa I ia<to i to ascertain from
the Pres dei t tiie true atat . of the ctt-e. H- was informed
by the President thxtaoine General officers fr<-ni the army
Of the Potomac, whose namts /.« declined to give,h& \ call d
np> n bi n and represented tl at Geu. Burm-ide contem-
plnt> d so >n making a movement, aud that th < army »a<
so di-p rifed and demoral zed that any atump* to make a
movement a' that time mu t re ult m dis aster; that; no
pr. mm-tit oflloera in the army of the Potomac were iu
favor . f > Dy movrment at that time.
"Gen. B<irnsi1e informed the Piesident that none of his

offi ers lad been info uied what hs pl»n wms, and then
pr cerdid to explain it in detail to the Pies dent. He uig-d
U.'Oii the P'f-ri tent t'i gritir tiitn permiuioo to carry it
u', but the President dulined to d> so at tha time Gen
Hall ck and Sec»t-ry 8.xiiti>n were seut for, and then
learned, for the first time, if the Pi esidtnt's action rn stopping the movement; alcti. u,h Gen Halle k was prev:ou 1)
"Ware th«t a u ovi ment wis comteinplared by Gen Burn-
side. Gen. Ilalleck, with Gen. Bumai le, t.old that he
officeis who had mude tlioae repre^eotatious to the Pre»i-
dent should be at onced sniiss -n i|io tervice.

' Gen B jinnde rrmiiuel beie at ito.t tiun f r two
d»yg, b"t no co eluro wa# reached u on th-t subject.Whon he r-tun e l to hie ennp he 1-arned that m-t y of the
di a Is of th'general m v.mtnt a-d the d>tails of the car
airy expedition had brcomt known to th rebel sympatkii-rs
in Washington, then by rendering fiat plan impracticableWre a-iHed to wh m he had c mmun cated bis pl«m he
statid that he had told no one in Washington except the
Pr.sidtnt, 8'Cr.tury at nton, and Oen. Ilalleck; and in
hi-* c«mp none knew of it eicei t o> e or two ot his staff
officers, who had remained in cump alt the time Ho pro-.e«aed b mselt uuab e to tell how hia plaus had become
known to the enemy."

Let us rcc*pi ula e the fac's set forth in this
narrative: Two officers, in performing a service for
which they deserved, in the judgment of Gen. Burn-
side aud Gen. Halleck, to bo at onco dismissed from
the army, sucoecd in so far winniog the ear of the
Preeident that " he said to thorn ho was glad they
had called upon hioi, and that he hoped good
would result from the interview." The actual re¬

sult of tho interview was an order of tho President
suspending the operations of Gen. Buroside, be¬
cause, as he said, " he had good reason" for de-
mandit g such a suspension, alluding to the repre¬
sentations confidentially made by Gens. Cochrane
and NeW'.on, aad which, whatever may have been the
informality of their e jinmunioation, were accepted
by the President as furnishing "good reasons" for
holding Gen. Burnside in check. That is, the
Prctident adopted their reasons as his own, and
thus threw over the heads of the officers making
th- se statements the protecting shield of the Com-
mandor-in-Cbiof. To have afterwards punished
them for making communioa ions on which he had
acted would have been, of couree, to stultify him¬
self and wrong the officers with wlnra he had made
himself pariic/>i rrimintt if any crime had been
committed.

But the matter did not end here. The commit¬
tee report that Gen. Burnsk'c repairod to Wash¬
ington and proceeded to explain to the President
the details of the plan. The President, still under
the iufiuenoa of the lepresentations confidentially
made by the tflicers whose names he declined to
give, refused hii absent to Gen. Iiurnside's pro¬
ject. And it is whilo matters arc t>t this stage that
Gen. Ilalleck (who nominally hold* tho offioe of Gen¬
eral io-Chief while the President is found to perform
its duties in nearly every ctitical junoture that is
brought to light) learns for the first time of the
President's action in stopping the movement. Gen
Burnside remains in Washington two days, con¬
fides the d.tails of his plana to nobody in JFujA-
ingtm except t'e President, Secretary Stanton,
and Gen. Ilalleck, and then returns to his army,
only to find that these details had " become known
tortb^l sympathizers" io this city, and that thereby
his plan was rendered impracticable. It is not di¬
rectly charged that the President, Gen. Halleck, or
Mr. Stanton had exposed these military secreta,
but aa it is stated that nobody in Gen. Burnside's
army knew what they were except one or two staff
officers " who had remained in camp all the time,"
the committee leave the neeescary inference to be
drawn that the " rebel sympatbiaers" in this oity had
obtained their news directly or indirectly through
one or other or all of the high functionaries above
designated.
We could have wished that these sorrowful in¬

nuendoes might have been avoided, and that the
fhOts on which they are baaed might have been sup¬
pressed, especially when they are capable of a cen-

ntru"i'<< l> ^ f < the Intention* of nil tho |
ijt.ru i uuii ti I jt ^ td chu cjiuo froui
hu .lt «>x['orturth teodtop to iiip?aeh, on presumptive
grouud*, iLt* pruiooc' o one or no other of tho
hi^h p^rHOiiugiH charged moro or Uws with the
conduct of li-e wsr ? What is mid to damage,
Gen. MoClellan, whether it i* just or not, cin

rt Ueot only on him or on those who seek bis de¬
gradation. He is ia r-tirwuiont, and will not per¬
haps bo called to do service agaiu under this Ad-
miuUtrstiuD But the President, the Gcneral-io-
Cbitf, and the Secretary of War should not be
heedlessly ooupled with associations that tend, so

far as they have any tendenoy at all, to draw their
character for capacity or prudence into popular
suspicion and disrepute. We are sure that all fair
minds will concur with the New York Journal of
Commeroe in the following reflections on this un¬

fortunate exhibition :

" What frbttll be said of the bold mtima»ion by this com¬
mittee against thw President, Secretary of War, aud Gen.
Hnllfck.tb» intima'iou tbat they b-trayed Bnmside a
s-cretsto the enemy? It ia the moat gross attack ever
mud by a committee of Congress on Cabinet or President.
Doubtles* it waa intended to be direoted apecially at the
8 ere ary of War and Gen. Halleck, but thia committee
do not be«itate to publish the President's name a* one of
three per«ons intrusted with ih'>ae seciets, on whom they
suspect tbe rei>poi aibilny of their betrayal r» ats. It ia uu-

ueceaoary to any tbat so gross a charge, uuaus ained by ai y
pro T, when tbere mutt have been aooree of methods ia which
tue aecres might have leaked ou% ia disgraceful to the
character of the committee and suhjjC'a ihem to public
indixuntion. Iu all tbeir attack* upon General McUlellan
they on y charge him with too much Ciuti^n, to niuch care
ot tbe lives of his meu. Buc in dealing with tbe higher
authorities at Washington they make a more seriou* charge,
and they will be held to atriet account here«frer for it.
Th« whole story about Gen. John Coehmne and the Pre
? jden' is one which should never bavo seen the light; or,
if publt«hed, ahould hava been aooompauied witn fuller
statements than tbeae insinuations of the committee "

If we could wish that the President might have
been spared tho humiliations of this exposure, and
that the iusinuttion of having divulged important
military secrets might not have been cast either
upon him or his two distinguished subordinates, it
is none the less proper, now that the ticlandre has
occurred, that the moral which it teaches should
b i distinctly drawn.

Accordingly, we think it will be admitted by all
t'lat the President should not appoint any General
to the cjmmand of an army, or retain any General
in such command, who has so foifeited the oonfi-
douce of his Government that his movements can

be arrested at the unofficial and clandestine sug¬
gestion of two of his subordinate officers. This is
not ouly a matter of decorum but a plain and
elementary principle of military sdministration.

In the second place, this disclosure serves to set
onoe more in a dear light the undtfiued nature of the
pi.isiiion held by General Hallsck under the existing
military system of the Administration, if that can

be called a system where system there would seem

to be none. For as before we have had the spec¬
tacle of a General-in-Chief left by the President ia
t>tal ignorance as to tho plans of Gen. McClellao,
10 now we have the spcotaole of a General-in-Chief
who, though apprized that Gen. Burnside med'-
tated a movement, was not appriied by the Presi¬
dent that the mov.ment had been suspended at his
own iostance. And bo little were Gen. Halleck
and tbe Secretary of War enlightened as to the true
state of the facts that they urged the President to
dismiss the two officers on whoso information he
had acted, as though the President, after he had
made their opinions his own, could have honorably
pauished them for giving him counsel which be
had judged to be more reliable than that of all his
other advisers put together. For he acted on the
advice of Generals Coohrane and Newton, without
thinking it necessary to take either Gen. Burnside
or Gen. Balletk or the Secretary of War into his
confidence. Tbe President djubtle?s knows better
than we do how much the opinions of Gen Halleck
are worth in deciding a military question, hut it
seems to us that while the latter holds the post of
General-in-Chief he should at least be treated with
the respect due to his office. If thus far he has
failed to fulfil the expectations of cither the Presi¬
dent or the country, may it not be because of the
very limited field within which he is permitted to
display his abilities ?

LETTER OF THE LATE JUDGE PETIGRU.

We have the pleasure to give to our readers
below a letter written by the late venerable JudgePctiqru, of Charleston, a man who dared to be
true under the tbost trying circumstances in the
worst of times. The letter was addressed to tbe
Hon. Rkvkrdy Johnson, of Maryland, who had
sent to the Judge a eopy of the proceedings of a
<?reat Union meeting which had just been held in
Baltimore, and embracing the eloquent and pa¬triotic speech made by Mr. Johnson on the occa¬
sion. The recent publication in our paper of the
letter of a kindred spirit, tbe late distinguishedWilliam C. Preston, of South Carolina, reminded
a friend of the letter of Mr. P., which he had
seen in Mr. Johnson's pos«e?sion, and at. his re¬
quest a oopy was yielded for publication. It is
subjoined:

Charleston, April IC, 1861.
Mv Dear Bin : I came in with the Constitution which

went into operation only a few weeks before I saw the
light; and 1 have tver devoutly believed that Union is our
greatest in'erest. Unfo tunaiely for me, my oountrymen
hive, in the course of th« U«t fifty years, taken up the
idea that it waa a mistake, and that cotton is our greateat
interest. The universality of the otton doctrine, by which
I am aurrouodaJ, had no aort of influence over my way of
thii king, and I have tho mi«f<>r un^ of witnessing, day by
day, manitestations of enthusiasm in which I have not the
algliteat pattioipation. 'You may be sure, then, of my
re idy and hearty concurrence in your able and lucid argu¬
ment against tbe right of seoesaion ; for the Union would
be but a precariou* possession if it st-H»J upon the muta¬
ble ground of tbe popultr opinion of expediency from day
to day. In fact, if it hal been autbori'alively proclaimed
at the time of its adoption that it was only binding as long
at it received the voluntary adhsnion of the several 8tatea,
it n ver would have been adopted at nil; for people would
have justly said tbat it waa no improvement on the Con¬
federacy. For the Confederacy would have answered all
its purposes if It could have been sure of the voluotary
adherence of the aeveral States to the duties that were
submitted to their free arbitrament.
There ia no doubt tbe men of 17^7 did undertake a new

thing in attempting to divide tbe cm! power between the
Nation and the Bla'e, so aa to leave each of tbem soverrlgn
within their several spheres. But our secessionists pre¬
tend that they did not mean it. You have shown to de¬
monstration tbat this pretence of the secessionists is
groundless.

1 hope tbere ia sufficient good sense in tbe Maryland
people to discern the right aud to fellow It, and I mightwe!| rnvy you for hating such an audienee to appeal to.
What ia to be the end of all thia seems to me inscruta¬

ble. But even if the Oulf Btates and Booth Carolina do
flake off forever, I will never eeaae to witneas with joy
whatever Increases the prosperity and honor of the United
Btates. Yours, truly,

J. L. PBTIGRU.
The Hon. Bkvbrdy Johnson, Baltimore

A K£W I'MKHTI. KUriUEHTIOS'M

The writer of th , subjoin 1 letter, b iug aware
lUt W, an, uu iu iLu; h«bii of uaiioiug uuoavmoM
coaiuiuaicMtiouH, meant doubde« nothing more
than to give us a private and friendly hint on .

point eh to which, from our want of "means or

capability of judging," wo are, bo conceive*, in
some danger of being I*] astray. But as bis let.
tcr, notwithstanding the irregularity uoder which
it reaches us, aff>rdj us u good opportunity for
»«ying a fcw timely words in response to h sfriond-
ly suggestion, we bare determined to give it in-
s.rtion in our column* Our anonjmous corre¬

spondent writes as follows :

-ir .i w.j . .
Philadelphia, Aphil 2 ]8fia

J Edxtor* "f the National hittlligtnctr
'

GfcNTLKMfcN : Iiii reading y«ur valuable p*p,.r from tim«
to time to wh clt 1 regu'a.ly *ub»crbr.I llti,e . t'.e

.lent endeavor ou your part to bring MeCMli fob
favorable remembrance. m iob ,u()r«". tfean any SESS
among the relieved officer* of the »hu,e grade in the !rm?
If >. u can show, by any reliable lact*. go.d KroInd^or
.uch partia uy, it .. well. I a.., Mfqu .nt*d JL ?"ndJ°r
tbHan" H !"Ulily' k"ow ""metbinj of
tbe capable and incapable pari* of rba member. of the
famil). and know alno, whilat barn, lb* beat uerai.nal feel
in* toward* ibrm M individual*, that tbe General?. , «i
much overrated by many people, ohUtt,X £ .1' JE
have no mean* or cayab lity of judging at leaV?.f th£
difference between tbe Kenui,,e and the rev,«i*e I mnv
Ml*M r I K A** fu ly 0,,"fided in and honored fur
all that be baa den-, bmh iu oruanairg and leadimr the.
army uuder hi. c .mui^d ; and, I «ui *,"r y to .ay Jt on.
having every confidence iu the great civil Dower of
land and its agent, (the Government at Waahmgton ) ibat
the subordinate and military aim, under ihe Wd ol Mo-

iVJ I rTUed ,n u,uch d*>*y »"<! loa« . f valuntie
live*, and theie'ore much ha^m lo th* Jtiot ciui-e of ih«
.ouotr,. In p- ro.it mZ Li ibMibo*£
.igni g and insidious men «bo are now plotting to intro-
duce lb- name ,,f McClellan to the publi" a. a martyr to
the caufe (to »erve their own ambitious parooae*) will
fiadthem.elve. anticipated. Your., sES,BL

With the members of Gen. MoClellan's family
we do not conceive that we have any thing to do
The advantage possessed by our aaonymous &r-
respondent in knowing something of " the capable
and incipable parts of the members of tbis family"
may be such a, to justify him in the conviction
that the General i« " t,0w much overrated by
many people." TJndcr .his head we have nothing
to say, for we have never seen any members
of Geo. McClellen's family, as indetd we have
never seen the General himself, or had any cor-

respondent with him, direct or indirect, It
has been our disadvantage (or our advantage) to
know him simply by his public words and acts.
Having no personal prgudices against him and no

prepoesefsions in his favor, wc have supposed our-
stive, "capable" of "judging" him atd his pub-
lie conduct without any danger of bciog phd^ed,
like some, to find him always aud infallibly ii^ht'
or, like other*, always and inevitably wrong!
While he was honored wilh tho confidence of the
Administration and retainod by the President in
high military command we gave him the support
to which we believed him entitled as a faithful and
skilful soldier of tbe Republic, wha, if he did not
deserve all that was claimed for him by some of
his admirers, had at least not deserved the syste¬
matic ditractijn with which ho was pursued by a
class of politicians alw*js mire conspicuous for
their zeal thaL their discretion. We suppoted,
doubtless in our ignorance, that tbe cmfidecoe
and affection won by Gen. McClellan from tho
gnat majority of his companisns in arms, who
knew him in the camp and oa the fi^ld of battle
were as likely to ba good evidenoe of his military
capacity as oould be obtained in any other way by
human testimony.

After he had been relioved from military com.
mand we had hoped that hi* detractors would
at least give some respite to their assaults. Power¬
less to weaken the confidence of either the army or
the great mass of tho people in both tbe patriotism
and the capability of the dismissed offi jer, theso as¬
saults were henccforth purely gratuitous, for we

suppose they were not needed, however much so

intended, to prevent the Administration from i*.

storing Gen. McClellan to aotive service. They
served only to keep alive that irritation and debate

| Which, after his removal, should have been rather
appeased than exacerbated by his enemies, if they
had been as discreet as they arc embittered. All
attacks made upon him under such circumstances
can only enure to tho advantage of his personal
popularity, unless the grounds of that popularity
can be und« rmined more effectually than waa ever
done by vituperation or by ex parte allegations, nn-
er whatever oolor they may be concocted and cir¬

culated.
We shall cease to make Gen. McClellan a iheme

for remark just so soon as his enemies are willing
to leave h.m undisturbed in the retirement to which
he has been remitted by the President. But if he
« perpetually availed, and if, at this stage of hi.
military career, we ,re called to publish long and
elaborate documents in review of his military ope¬
rations, we shall necessarily continue to treat him
m t " enrrent topic." Our correspondent, in sup¬
posing himself to perceive a " constant ondeavor
on our part to bring Gen. McClellan into favorable
remembrance.mode much more so than any one
else among the relieve! offioera".must be a reoluse
who reads only the pages of the National Intelli-
genocr. If others wera contont to leave General
McClellan in the seclusion he adorns by his silence
we should havo little ocoasion to mako "remem¬
brance" of him; and if he were never assailed by
partisan rancor, wc should have no re»sJn for
essaying tho " favorable" mention which our sense
of justice sometimes impes-a on us as a duty.
And we would suggest that there is still another

way in which the « favorable remembrance" of Gen.
. IcCleUan may bo for a time postponed, if not per-
manently overlaid in the popularmind. Itisin pre-
occupying the popularmind with brilliant victories
won by Gen. Hooker on the banks of the Rappa-
hannook, and by Gen. Grant in the trenches before
V oksburg. These achievements, if we were to
judge from tho impatienoe that attended tbe move,
ments of Oen. McClellan, have been already suf-

th«tD.hy fi°D? d"UyHd'J?"Prcia,,J Whcn conoder

man 4 t a0" 2 !*''UC0fd'D8 the com-
mand of the Army of the Potomac, proposed thai
his troops should "give battle to the en.my whar
ever they oould find him," and when the l»iler re¬
ceived the applause if the Secretary of W.r f«t.
knowing no other strategy than that summed up
n the comprehensive phrase, « I prop t0 mov^
immediately on your works/ Whnn u

f.ll. nnil Hiatnnoutl i, Mptowd (with lb. d.Ara£
mJoWI. ' "-ST f.'") th« '"«¦»!. of Oen.
McCI.II«n, proT.d^d they ,r. p,tr otlo .
take them to be, if they are worthy of him will

hT'^ rT'/" t"° fo" of .o i \h."
ho.ru too fa I of gratitude t, diaturb tho mo.t bitter«».J uorelant.ng 0r hi, h

hiTlirr." hi-


